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* * * " everything relative to this matter is included in the 
convention recently signed between Colombia and the United States, and 
furthermore, any modification would be violative of the ' Spooner Act ' 
and therefore inadmissible." 

" If Colombia should reject the treaty or unduly delay its ratifica- 
tion, the friendly feeling between the two countries would be so seriously 
compromised that action might be taken by the Congress next winter which 
every friend of Colombia would regret." 

" If Colombia desires to maintain the friendly relations which at 
present exist between the two countries, * * * the present treaty 
will have to be ratified exactly in its present form, without amendment 
whatsoever." 

Since this correspondence began, although subsequently withdrawn 
for ulterior reasons, the Colombian Treaty has been favorably and unani- 
mously reported to the Senate by its Committee on Foreign Relations, 
consisting of Senators Lodge, McCumber, Borah, Brandegee, Fall, Moses, 
Knox, Harding, Johnson, New, Hitchcock, Williams, Swanson, Pomerene, 
Smith, Pittman and Shields. 

Are these gentlemen the victims of Mr. Thayer's " industrious and 
persistent lobby " ? 

Does this look like blackmail? 

Washington, D. C. Henry Rowan Lemly, 

(Major, U. S. Army.) 

BLACKS AND WHITES 

Sir, — Your editorial in the October number of the Review should 
be printed on a broadside, and scattered over the country as a tract. 

The exquisite humor of seeing an American President standing in 
Europe as the champion of oppressed races, when there are in this coun- 
try two races as flagrantly abused as any in Europe, should have appealed 
to every one. The Indians have been as successfully exterminated in this 
country as even the Armenians were by the Turk. We may not have 
had recourse to the awful atrocities employed by Turkey, but the Indians 
were hunted, starved, shot on sight, and rounded up into an ever-dwindling 
corral, while every treaty made with them was shamelessly broken. This 
very year of our Lord, 1919, the Seminoles of Florida are being robbed 
of their land by White landsharks in exactly the same way the Germans 
acquired land in German Poland. 

As to the Negroes, I am perhaps in a peculiarly favorable position 
for an opinion, as I was born in the South, of a slave-holding ancestry, 
but have spent some forty years of my life in the North (keeping in touch, 
however, with my Southern friends and relations), and have lived for 
the past eight years in Virginia. 

When I first went North I had the idea that race antipathy was con- 
fined to the South, but the longer I lived North the more I realized that 
it was quite as strong there, but somewhat more controlled. I had op- 
portunities for observation in various ranks of society, and could not find 
in any the least evidence of rising superior to the color of a man's skin, 
no matter what his mental or social qualifications. It may be remembered 
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that the hotels in Boston found themselves compelled to decline Dr. 
Booker Washington as a guest on account of the prejudices of their other 
patrons. And I saw a very nice, quiet young Mulatto man, graduate 
of Vanderbilt University, driven from the table in a public mess-hall in 
a Massachusetts college, where, as a matter of fact, I was the only Southern 
woman among all the representatives from other States of the Union, and 
the only one who did not object to his presence. So it is, as you say, not 
merely a Southern prejudice, but nation-wide. 

And this hostile discrimination is bearing its natural fruit of bitter- 
ness and hate, because the Blacks hate the Whites, Southern gush to the 
contrary notwithstanding. I cannot speak for all the South, but I can 
speak for this part of the South and for Maryland, where I have studied 
the matter. The Negroes no longer sing, and are increasingly sullen and 
bitter. Just why Germany failed to make better progress with her propa- 
ganda among the Blacks of the South I cannot say surely. It may be that 
it was owing to the fact that the Negroes lack the faculty of organization, 
and did not " stay put " after the Germans thought they had them " fixed." 
If the German propaganda among them had been more successful, they 
would have been a far more formidable menace than the German-Ameri- 
cans, because they have a definite grievance to avenge. 

In this part of the South they are not merely disfranchised, they have 
no legal rights. If a colored man has a calf to sell, the butcher gives 
him two or three cents a pound less than he would offer to a white man 
selling the same calf. If he goes to buy, he pays a cent or two a pound 
more, and he can never carry his grievance to a court composed of white 
men, because he knows he would get no redress. 

Doesn't this all sound curiously as if we were reading about the 
unfair treatment of the oppressed small nations of Europe? 

Mr. Wilson is not a Southerner [sic] but he has lived most of his life 
in the South, and so ought to know the facts, and sometimes when he was 
pleading so eloquently for the Poles, and the Armenians, the Jugo-Slavs, 
his mind may have flashed to our ill-treated Negroes, and the humor of 
!u's position must have appealed to him. Or perhaps he blushed, as I, 
knowing the facts, did when I read his words. 

Greenwood, Va. Isabel McKee Hidden. 

[We have always supposed that Mr. Wilson was born in Virginia. 
Does not that make a man "a Southerner" ? — Editor.] 

AN AUSTRALIAN VIEW 

Sir, — I have read with keen interest the articles which have appeared 
in The North American Review criticising President Wilson's acts 
and pronouncements. I take a very serious view of the enormous extent 
of the evil which he has been allowed to work in the world. 

I, however, cannot understand why he has not been extinguished in 
one universal roar of laughter. He so habitually steps over the line which 
separates pathos from bathos that his utterances put on the character of 
burlesque in a high degree. I will give an example: An extract from 
Wilson's Boston address of February, 1919, was cabled to the Melbourne 
Herald thus: 



